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SUMMARY 

Anergates atratulus, Chalepoxenus muetterianus and Epimyrma kraussei, three species 
of social parasitic ants, have been found in Turkey. The localities are indicated. 



RESUME 

Trois especes de fourmis parasites nouvelles pour la Turquie 

Anergates atratulus, Chalepoxenus muellerianus et Epimyrma kraussei, trois especes 
de fourmis parasites ont etc trouvees pour la premiere fois en Turquie. On indique les 
localites. 



Though a large number of species of ants has been collected in Turkey 
and the Near East, almost no information is available on the occurrence of 
social parasites in this zoogeographically very heterogeneous area (BYTINSKI- 
SALZ, 1953). Seemingly no other social parasite was reported from Turkey 
since Santschi described Strongylognathus kervillei from the environs of 
Ankara in 1921. Another species, Strongylognathus palaestinensis was esta- 
blished by MENOZZI in 1933 on a single female caught in flight near Gebata 
in Israel. The levantine species Monomorium advena Brown & Wilson 
(= Epixenus andrei Emery), which was formerly believed to be an inquiline 
parasite in nests of Monomorium venustum (EMERY, 1922), has been proved 
to be an independent species (TOHME & TOHM, 1979). 

In this paper I want to report the first finds of three species of social 
parasitic Myrmicinae, which were collected during a stay in Turkey in July, 
1986. 
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Fig. 1. Collection sites of Aner gates atratulus (1), Chalepoxenus muellerianus (2) and 
Epimyrma kraussei (3) in Turkey. 

Fig. 1. Localites de Anergates atratulus (1), Chalepoxenus muellerianus (2) et Epimyrma 
kraussei (3) en Turquie. 

Anergates atratulus (ScHENCK, 1852) 

About a dozen winged females and as many pupoidal males were found 
under a stone. Most probably the host workers belong to a very large variant 
of Tetramorium caespitum, its usual host species. 

The ants nested in a light wood consisting mostly of black pine, wallonian 
and holm oak (Pinus nigra, Quercus macrolepis, Quercus ilex), north of 
Tavsanli (Kiitahya province) in 1 000 m elevation. Anergates atratulus is a 
workerless obligate parasite and has been found yet in most European 
countries and as far east as Central Siberia (BARONI-URBANI, 1971). It see- 
mingly was also introduced accidentally to North America (SMITH, 1947). 

Chalepoxenus muellerianus (FlNZl, 1922) 

A whole colony of this slave-making ant, consisting of a fertile queen, 
about 15 workers and about the same number of slaves, seemingly belonging 
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to Leptothorax (Myrafant) unifasciatus, was collected in 640 m elevation at 
Kazkiran Gecidi Pass, 20 km east of the town of Tarakli (Sakarya province). 
Here the nest was found in a dry stick in a dense forest of black pine, 
wallonian oak, Arbutus andrachne and Rhus coriaria. Cha.lepox.enus muelle- 
rianus has been reported from a number of mediterranean countries 
(EHRHARD, 1986). Recently several nests were collected on the island of 
Thassos in northeast Greece (WINTER, pers. comm.). 

Epimyrma kraussei EMERY, 1915 

A single female within a nest of Temnothorax recedens was found in 
1 000 m elevation at Giilliikdagi near the ancient site of Termessos (Antalya 
province). The ants nested in the moss cover of a rock in a light oak and 
pistachio wood. 

The genus Epimyrma is common to most mediterranean countries and 
to Central Europe. . kraussei itself is a degenerate slavemaker, meaning 
that colonies produce very few Epimyrma workers, so that slave raids in 
the field must be extremely rare or may even be non-existent (BUSCHINGER 
& WINTER, 1983). Its range extends from Spain and Northafrica as far east 
as Greece (BUSCHINGER et al, 1986). The colony from Termessos was kept in 
the laboratory, where the Epimyrma female produced larvae and female pu- 
pae until September. 

The latter two species belong to the ant tribe Leptothoracini, which is 
extremely rich in social parasites, slave-makers, inquilines, guest ants, etc. 

The Lepthoracini have not yet been thoroughly studied in Turkey, but 
there is evidence for dense populations of Leptothorax s. str. (AKTAQ, 1978) 
and Myrafant (own observation) in various parts of northern and western 
Turkey. Both subgenera typically are host species of a number of social para- 
sitic genera. Most probably a more careful examination of suitable habitats 
will bring forward a number of other parasitic species from Turkey. 
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